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What? When?

Who?
A lonely child is searching for belonging. Along 
the way, his choices take his life down a 
dangerous path and eventually lead him to prison. 
It is there that he dreams of a different kind of 
existence, and realises that he is at a crossroads 
– he can return to the life he knows, or he can 
transform himself. He eventually returns to his 
hometown, where he finds a way to put good back 
into the community in which he was raised.

Lister Community School and Newham Music 
have partnered to create a brand new opera and 
to celebrate the wealth of talent and diversity 
across the borough. Local school children, along 
with their parents, teachers and neighbours, will 
work alongside professional musicians, 
composers and lyricists to create a completely 
original piece of music inspired by the life of a 
Newham resident. 

Synopsis

250 young people 
from across the 
community
Parents, teachers 
and local residents
Newham Music
Lister Community 
School
Sarah Bonnell 
School
Rokeby School
Professional 
musicians living 
and working in 
Newham 
John Barber, 
composer 
Hazel Gould, 
librettist and 
director

Did you know?

54% of Newham residents are born abroad, 
compared to the national average of only 13%
Newham has a higher rate of young people 
not in education or employment training 
(NEET) and a higher crime rate than both the 
national and London averages
Vulnerable children and young people are five 
times more likely to be convicted 

Over the course of two 
terms, students will 
attend after-school and 
weekend workshops 
and rehearsals, 
creating and preparing 
the opera for local 
performances in July 
2018. 



What? Who? Why write a 

community opera?

Get involved

If you or your organisation have any skills or 
resources you'd like to share with the project, 

please contact us at:  
fullcircle@newham-music.org.uk

'Full Circle' will be a relevant and modern opera, 
composed and written by the people of Newham, 
for the people of Newham. 

Embedded in this high-quality music project will 
be the passion of, and investment into the 
community as a whole. Through the shared 
musical experience, all participants will benefit 
through further developing social skills including 
empathy, collaboration, and increased confidence 
levels.  

This community opera project will: 
bring together local talent and expertise to 
provide high-quality music experiences
offer workshops and performance 
opportunities for over 250 children and 
young people from Newham
tell a story that speaks to the modern and 
diverse communities in Newham 
strengthen local relationships within and 
outside of schools, encouraging future 
partnerships and collaborations
celebrate the diversity and inclusivity that is 
widespread throughout Newham
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